Camberley Chess Club - Child Safeguarding Policy
Purpose

The purpose of this document is to state the position of Camberley Chess Club with respect to child
protection and provide guidelines for all members in this regard.

Background

Camberley Chess Club acknowledges the duty of care to safeguard and promote the welfare of

children and young people aged up to 18 years and is committed to ensuring safeguarding practice
that reflects statutory responsibilities, government guidance and complies with best practice. This
policy is based upon, and is consistent with, that developed by the English Chess Federation (ECF).

This policy aims to ensure that, regardless of age, gender, religion or beliefs, ethnicity, disability,
sexual orientation or identity, or socioeconomic background, all children:

* have a positive and enjoyable experience of chess in a safe and child-centred environment
e are protected from harm and abuse whilst participating in chess or outside of the activity.

Legal framework
This policy has been drawn up based on the following laws:

e Children Act 1989.
e Children Act 2004.
s Children and Social Work Act 2017.

and

* Relevant Government guidance on safeguarding children including: Working Together to
Safeguard Children (July 2018)

Policy

¢ The Club Secretary will keep a list of every child involved with the Chess Club in line with The
Data Protection Act 2018 (this is the UK’s implementation of the General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR)). This information will include the parent/responsible adult’s name and
contact number, and will be readily available in case of emergencies;

o The Club Secretary will make available, upon request, a copy of this Child Safeguarding Policy to
the parent(s) of junior members of the club. This policy will also be displayed on the Club
website.

¢ Club members and officers will:

e Treat everyone with respect, encourage children to respect and care for others and provide
an exampie we would wish others to follow;

e Take action to stop any inappropriate verbal or physical behaviour;

+ Be aware that, someone else might misinterpret our actions even if they are well-
intentioned;

s Acknowledge the age group that we work with;

e Never trivialise or exaggerate child abuse issues;



e Parents/responsible adults are responsible for their child’s safe delivery to, and collection from,
club meetings.

s Captains and team members for away matches/events are advised not to give lifts to children.
Where possible lifts should be given by the parent or person designated by the parent, e.g. the
parent of another child in the team. If this is not possible, then the captain or adult member
should not be alone with a lone child in the car.

e The Club Secretary will maintain a list of members who are willing to supply a current DBS, which
will be available on request.

The Club recognizes that there may be a time when a child approaches a club member (including
officers and captains), as a trusted adult, to discuss their life outside Camberley Chess Club. We will
react to this in a sensitive and appropriate manner. Specifically club members must:

¢ Remember that some issues are confidential and respect a child’s right to personal privacy;

e REFER not INVESTIGATE any suspicions or allegations about abuse;

+ Allow the child time to speak and not interrupt nor make suggestions to them that could
imply making an investigation;

s Reassure the child that we are glad he or she has told what has happened and that it was
right to tell;

* Not interrogate or question other than to clarify our understanding. If the matter is to be
investigated further it will be so done by trained professionals. No matter how well we know
the child, we will spare them having to repeat themselves over and over. Apart from
anything else, the child may begin to think that we don’t believe them;

e Be honest, tell the child that we cannot keep it a secret, we have to falk to someone else
that can help;

¢ Remain calm, no matter how difficult it is to listen to the child. We must think of how hard it
must be to say it. Some things are very difficult to talk about and we have been chosen
because the child feels they can talk to one of us. If we show anger, disgust, disbelief then
the child may stop talking for fear of upsetting us further or feel that our negative feelings
are being directed towards them;

e Listen to the child - REALLY LISTEN - take what they say seriously. Tell them that they've
done the right thing by telling a grown up;

e As soon as practical, write down everything the child has said, and remember that this is a
confidential matter between the club member and the child;

e Report the matter swiftly and only to the club’s Child Safeguarding Officer, who is the
monitor for child protection issues and who is responsible for taking appropriate action.
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